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Statement by the TransAtlantic Business Dialogue
Following the 2008 US-EU Summit
and TABD Executive Board Meeting

The chief executives of leading American and European companies participating
in the TransAtlantic Business Dialogue (TABD) met today in Ljubljana, Slovenia
at the time of the US-EU Summit meeting. The CEOs presented their 2008
recommendations to the Summit Leaders and highlighted four issues for action:

¥ Fighting investment protectionism

¥ Fostering innovation with strong protection of intellectual property

¥ Facilitating freest possible movement of people and goods across our

borders

¥ Enhancing cooperation on energy supply and climate change.
They also underscored the importance of bringing the Doha Development Round to a
successful conclusion. Mr. Martin Broughton, Chairman of British Airways and TABD
Cochair who led the discussion, commented, OWith the turmoil in financial markets and
the slowdown in economic growth, it is all the more important for the Summit Leaders to
take concrete action to fortify transatlantic cooperation and build the Barrier-Free
Transatlantic Market. We believe action in these four areas will accelerate transatlantic
economic integration.O

During the TABD Executive Board meeting, the business leaders were joined by
Mr. Dan Price, Assistant to the President for International Economic Affairs, and
Mr. Guenter Verheugen, EU Commission Vice-President. The two are Co-chairs
the Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC), which was created at the 2007 US-
EU Summit to oversee implementation of the agreed Framework for Advancing
Economic Integration between the US and EU. The TABD serves as an advisor
to the TEC. The chief executives and government officials discussed the need
for continuity of the TEC process through the upcoming political transitions in the
US and Europe. OThe TABD looks forward to our continuing close collaboration
with the TEC to define a clear work program that will carry the work forward for
the next 18-24 months and ensure that the current momentum can be
maintained,O said Mr. James Quigley, CEO of Deloitte and CoChair of the TABD.



The TABD Executive Board concluded their discussion with agreement that the
TEC process holds great potential and underscored their commitment to ensuring
its continuity.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. Martin Broughton turned over the role of
TABD Co-Chair to Mr. Juergen Thumann, CEO of Heitkamp & Thumann Group.
Mr. Thumann joins Mr. James Quigley, CEO of Deloitte, and together they will
lead the TABD through 2010. Mr. Thumann commented that, OThrough its role
as the business Advisor to the TEC, the TABD is well-positioned to offer
assistance to the incoming US Administration and the European Commission in
addressing key issues, and we look forward to continuing our work to build the
Barrier-Free Transatlantic Market.O

The TABD Cochairs will participate in the third meeting of the TEC scheduled for
the fall of 2008. The full TABD Executive Board will convene again in Davos,
Switzerland during the World Economic Forum in late January 2009.



About the TransAtlantic Business Dialogue

The TransAtlantic Business Dialogue (TABD) is a group of Chief Executives from
35+ American and European companies operating in the United States, Europe
and globally. Originally convened by the U.S. Department of Commerce and the
European Commission in 1995, the TABD is a unique and effective mechanism
for enhanced co-operation between the transatlantic business community and the
governments of the US and EU. The TABD is co-chaired by James Quigley,
Chief Executive of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, and Juergen Thumann, Founder
and Chief Executive of Heitkamp & Thumann. The TABD!s primary goal is to
help establish a Barrier-Free Transatlantic Market with the freest possible
exchange of goods, services and capital between the EU and US. The TABD
advocates global trade liberalization as a means to greater prosperity for all
countries, which in turn will help stimulate innovation, investment, economic
growth, and job creation.

The TABD Executive Board meets during and the World Economic Forum!s
annual meeting in Davos, Switzerland in late January, and at the time of the
annual U.S.-EU Summit in mid-year.

For more information, please contact the TABD Secretariat:
In Brussels:  Jeffries Briginshaw (0) 011 -32-2-238-5241
(c) 0032 497 484826
In Washington: Kathryn Hauser (0) 202-775-3269
(c) 703-585-6756



